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Set up your instrument

• Open the measurement chamber door by pushing the bottom door edge while pulling the upper
door edge.1 Open the measurement

chamber door

• Unscrew the transport lock bar by turning it counterclockwise. Use a suitable flathead
screwdriver if necessary.

• Pull the transport lock until the plate carrier is fully out of the instrument.

2 Unscrew the transport
lock bar

• Unfasten the red fixing screw and remove the transport lock from the plate carrier.

• Push the plate carrier back into the instrument. Ensure the measurement chamber door closes
properly.

3 Unfasten the red fixing
screw

• Attach the transport lock to the back of the instrument using the red fixing screw and the locking
piece (shown in yellow) located on the back of the instrument.4 Attach the transport lock
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• Connect the power cord to the instrument power supply inlet on the back of the instrument.

Ensure the power cord is plugged into an appropriate grounded outlet.
5 Connect the power cable

• Connect an appropriate communication cable to the USB port marked "PC" on the back of the
instrument.6 (Optional) Connect the

instrument to a computer

• To operate the instrument with PC software, it requires installation on a PC. For installation
instructions, refer to the Thermo Scientific™ SkanIt™ Software for Microplate Readers Technical
Manual. Learn more about SkanIt™ Software at thermofisher.com/skanit.

7 (Optional) Install the
SkanIt™ software

• Push the blue power button on the front of the instrument.

The instrument will run self-diagnostics. Once complete, the home screen appears (applicable for
touchscreen models).

8 Power on the instrument

• For detailed instructions, refer to the Multiskan™ Sky Microplate Spectrophotometer user manual
or technical manual.9 Set up a measurement

and connect your
instrument to the cloud
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Maximize your Multiskan™ Sky Microplate Spectrophotometer performance

• Use great plates
Thermo Scientific™ Nunc™ Plates come in a variety of sizes, styles,
and surfaces to suit multiple applications. For the Multiskan™ Sky
Microplate Spectrophotometer, you'll likely be using clear and UV-
clear plates. Solid Nunc™ plates are fully molded well plates in
either clear polystyrene, or in black or white for use in
fluorescence or luminescence studies. Find out more at 
thermofisher.com/cellcultureplates.

• Get a µDrop™ plate
If you do UV-Vis quantification of DNA, RNA, or protein, the Thermo
Scientific™ µDrop™ Plate is an excellent option for scaling up
Thermo Scientific™ NanoDrop™ workflows. It is easily read using
the Multiskan™ Sky instrument and allows for choosing whether
you want to use the built-in touchscreen or Thermo Scientific™

SkanIt™ software to perform your measurement. Learn more at 
thermofisher.com/udrop.

• Try validated protocols
The SkanIt™ Cloud Library contains 130 pre-built sessions with
experimental protocols, recommended plate layouts, plate reader
protocols, real example data, and pre-programmed data analysis.
This cloud library is one of the many easy-to-use, error-
preventing, productivity-boosting features offered by SkanIt™
software. Get details at thermofisher.com/skanit.

• Watch the how-to videos
Online videos for the Multiskan™ Sky instrument show you how to
use the instrument to your advantage. Watch the videos at 
thermofisher.com/multiskansky.

• Use top-notch assays
There's nothing worse than a failed assay. Make your experimental
efforts count with validated Invitrogen™ assay kits and reagents.
Find assays at thermofisher.com/microplateassays and 
thermofisher.com/elisa
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